
What type of
is that?

Cloud

How high in the sky is it?

Is it thick and 
grey?

Is it wispy? Is it grey?

Are the wisps 
separate?

Is it a sheet or a 
puffy tower of 
clouds?

Does it look 
more like fog 
or a 
raincloud?

Is it a sheet/in 
patches, or a 
big puffy 
tower?

Are the clouds a big 
puffy tower?

Patches/clumps, or 
separate puffy 
clouds?

Cumulonimbus
Altocumulus

Cirrocumulus

Stratocumulus

Cumulus

Nimbostratus

Cirrostratus

Stratus

Cirrus

Altostratus

Yes

High Low

Medium

Yes No

Raincloud

Puffy tower

Fog

Sheet

No

Yes

Yes

Patches / 
Clumps

Separate, 
puffy

Yes

No

No

No

Puffy tower

Sheet  / Patches



Cirrus – detached, wispy clouds (high)

If scattered, it can mean good weather; if they are dense, it means the weather will be humid

Cirrostratus – a transparent sheet of cloud, sometimes causes a halo around the sun or moon (high)

Shows rain or snow will come soon, in 12 – 24 hours

Cirrocumulus – a patch or layer of cloud, sometimes look like ripples (high)

Fair weather is approaching

Altocumulus – a patch or sheet of cloud, mackerel sky (medium)

Rain within 36 hours, or if seen on a humid morning, could mean thunderstorms

Altostratus – a grey, quite thick sheet of cloud (medium)

Storms, rain or snow could come soon

Nimbostratus – thick grey sheet of raincloud ( medium)

Rain or snow

Cumulus  - detatched, puffy, quite dense typicial clouds (low)

Fair weather

Stratus – a grey cloud layer which can produce rain (low)

Mist, drizzle or light snow

Stratocumulus – patch, sheet, or layer of cloud, grey or whitish (low)

If the sky is full of these clouds, can mean dry weather, but they can also bring light rain

Cumulonimbus – huge, dense cloud tower (tall, vertical)

Can mean thunderstorms or wind, sometimes extreme weather

Cloud type you 
saw

How do you know it’s this type ? What do you think this 
means ?




